
’Now I’m 
Linwood

Actor’ Says 
Boom er

and grabbed a nearby woman and 
gave her a k iss as I yelled, i 'm  
gonna be an a c to r ! '  sa y s  
Boomer

His first “ L ittle House on the 
Prairie" role w as the final show  
of last season — and it wound up 
as the highest rated of the series' 
episodes for the entire year

‘ That s when M ichael decided  
that, instead of just a teacher for 
his daughter. I d becom e her hus
band. too," say’s Boom er “ And 
n o w  h e ' s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
grandchildren."

Boom er, a native of Canada 
who w as raised in the San Fran
c isco  area, spent two years as an 
acting student. After graduation 
he got an agent — then he married  
the agent's secretary  — and set 
out to b eco m e an actor The 
coveted role on L ittle  House on 
the P ra ir ie” w as his first impor
tant job. and he's still beam ing 
about his luck.

But there w as m ore to it than 
luck

‘ H e's a fine young actor." says 
London. He does such a splendid 
job as Adam K endall that I ve had 
letters from  v iew ers asking how a 
blind man ever  learned to act that 
well Of course Lin isn t blind, but 
he s such good actor  that you d 
sw ear he w as ”

Boom er, who is only 22-years 
old. still lives in the sm all, m odest 
hom e in P asadena, ( 'a lif ., and has 
no in te n tio n  of m o v in g  into  
Hollywood to join the celeb rities  
He and his w ife. Shannon, prefer 
to sta y  hom e nights watching old 
m ovies on TV as they play with 
their two ca ts  and one dog — and 
indulge in their favorite  hobby, 
making apple dolls

“ I have a lw ays hoped that the 
lady I kissed on the str ee t that day 
has seen m e on T V .” he says 
“ O therw ise she s  going to think I 
was just another w eirdo — in 
stea d  of the lu c k e st  actor  in 
town." sa y s  Boom er

Linwood B oom er, who now  
stars on NBC-TV's hit “ L ittle  
House on the P ra irie ."  is lucky he 
wasn't arrested  on the day he 
learned that acting lessons had 
paid off

B oom er, who sta rs as Adam  
Kendall, the young blind m an who 
recently m arried C harles Ingalls’ 
eldest daughter. M ary, w as work
ing as a door - to - door salesm an  
in a rough area of Los A ngeles 
when he decided to go to a pay 
phone to ca ll his agent and see  if 
his audition for star - producer 
M ichael Landon had produced any 
results.

FORMER SALESMAN — Linwood Boomer, shown 
here with his TV wife. Melissa Sue Anderson, is a star 
of NBC-TV’s “ Little House on the Prairie.” now but he 
was pounding doors as a salesman just a few months 
ago Boomer portrays Adam Kendall, the young blind 
teacher who recently became Charles Ingalls' son-in- 
law.

The agent told him that Landon 
and NBO-TV w ere so  happy with 
his audition that they not only 
wanted him to do a guest - starr
ing role — but wanted to sign him  
as a regular on the show

"I hung up. let out a scream  
that startled  people for blocks.

Jay Stewart Search Ends Happily
HOLLYWOOD -  For the  

entire  14 >2 years of its life' 
“ Let s  Make a Deal w as an
nounced by Jay Stewart And 
Jay cam e to be som ething  
m ore than an announcer, he 
w as Monty Hall s assistan t in 
that wild m ayhem  that called  
itse lf a TV program  

Sim ilarly, the show was 
m ore than just a job to Jay  
Stew art He sa y s it w as  
fam ily Once, he and Hall sat 
down and figured out that 
they spent more tim e with 
each other than they spent 
w i t h  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
fam ilies  

And so. when the show  
finally ended — the last show  
w as taped in I.as V egas on 
Dec 22. 1976 — it proved to 
be a traum atic experien ce  
for Stewart. It was an e x 
perience whicn. as it turned 
out a lm o st co st him  his 
m arriage and his life  

“ Wh e n  it w e n t  o f f . "  
SU*wart says, “ it w as worse  
than getting a divorce -  it 
w a s  really just like a death in 
the t arn ii v We had all been 
so c lose  that I was sim ply at 
a l o s s .”

There w ere practical con
siderations. too. Stewart w as 
— and still is — an announcer 
by trade He says that jobs 
for announcers are a lw ays  
scarce  and. even though his 
c red its  w ere  im p r ess iv e , 
there are m ore announcers 
around than there are jobs 

“ I was w orried .” he says  
“ There w as my salary Atter 
fourteen and a halt years, it 
had gone up a lot. and I knew 
that w hatever job I got next. 
it would have to be much 
low er.”

He worked. He got a few  
jobs here, and a few jobs 
there Now. he has landed 
another plum — Jay Stewart 
is currently the announce! 
with Mike Douglas, following 
Douglas m ove to California 
— but that is only recently  

For som e tim e after 
Make a D ea l” ended, it was 
slow  going “ So I worked 
enough to keep from w orry
ing about m oney." he says.

but I wasn t happy I went 
to see  m y doctor, who said

that this would bt* a good 
tim e for m e to lose som e

w eight He had been after m e  
to lose weight for a long 
tim e."

Stewart took his doctor's 
advice and. with the doctor 
guiding him . lost 60 pounds 
over an 18-week period He 
sa y s that has proven to be a 
two-edged accom plishm ent 
— “ I feel great, physically, 
and all m y tests for blood 
pressure and everything e lse  
are much better now. but the 
problem  is that none of my 
fans recognize m e any m ore 
because I'm  so th in .”

The loss of weight m ay 
have helped him, physically , 
but it did nothing to cure his 
depression He sa y s he felt 
like som ething w as wrong 
w ith his life  So he and his 
wi f e  separated’ which was 
not the cure all he had exp ec
ted.

“ The f ir s t  m o n th ."  he 
says. “ I enjoyed it — I could 
com e and go as I pleased  
The second month I was m is
erable The third month we 
started talking about it. And

the fourth m onth w e got 
together again and things 
have never been better bet
ween us."

E ven with his m arriage  
better than ever. Stewart 
says' he still suffered from  a 
deep feeling that som ething  
w as wrong with his life  

An old friend, producer 
Robert M unger (he created  
“The O m en” and the recent 
“ B om  Again "I. had long 
been a tter  Stewart to go to 
church. F inally , one Sunday. 
he went and he's been going 
every  Sunday since  

And. one of those Sundays, 
he stayed after the serv ice  to 
join a group in a m eeting An 
assistan t pastor recognized  
the sorrow in his eyes, took 
his hands and said. “ What s 
w rong9 ”

Stew art says it all poured 
out. the tea rs and the fears 
and the need  

“ N ow .” he says. “ I guess 
I’m born again "

He says he doesn't want to 
be evangelistic  about it. but

it has done wonders for him  
He is happy — he adm its that 
the new job, with Douglas, 
has certain ly helped — and 
he is physically fit and his

m arriage is solid So the 
traum a of the end of “ Let s 
Make a D e a l” is  over, at last 
It has m ade Jay Stewart in 
several w ays, a new man

Ask TV Scout
R E PE A T  AND R E P E A T ’ 

Is there any chance that 
the TV m ovie. “ Ransom  For 
a Dead Man" with Lee Clrant 
and Columbo will  be shown 
again I enjoyed it im m en
se ly  and so m any of m y 
triends have never seen it -  
M rs G r a c e  B o l e w i c k i ,  

B altim ore. Md
That w as one of the two

p ilo t m o v ie s  m ad e wi t h  
P e te r  Fa l k  a s  C olum b o

Chances are it wil l  continue  
to show up. but when shows 
are in syndication, program  
ming is up to the local sta 
tions. not the networks, lf 
you rem em ber who carried it 
before in your outlet, get in 
t o u c h  wi t h  t h e m  a bo u t  
another screening

TERMITES? 
PESTS?

Call: 228-8719

Little Termite & Pest Control
348 Bidney Drive

"Protectors of your Health and  Hom e” 
Licensed By The State of N  C.

_ DumonticiansBilivjypmioSH®
226-5446

25 years Experience N.C. Licensed Optician

Have your eyes examined and bring 
your prescription to us. We offer 
competitive pricing with absolutely 
no compromise in quality.

For superior service and an outstanding 
selection of frames....

IT PAYS to visit

Bill Dunn Opticians
Hearing Aids - N  C. State 

Licensed H earing A id  Dealer

• Zenith • Audivox
• Oticon • Seim an
• Starkey

Hours: Mon. Fri. 8:30-5:30 Sot. 8-1 p.m


