
Investment in Little House 
Pays Off for Actor-Director

Bv I^ W R K N C E  L A l’R F N T
M ichael L andon  g r e v  up an 

telev ision , r ig h t  befo re  the  
eyes  of m illions o f v iew ers , 
l ie  d id n 't  ju s t  g e t o ld e r  d u rin g  
11 seaso n s o f B onanza . H e 
g rew  fro m  fea tu re d  p e rfo rm ­
e r  to  s ta r  and  le a rn e d  o th e r  
sk ills  such  a.s w ritin g  fo r  a 
telev ision  se rie s  and  d ire c tin g  
the film ing .

W ith the  s ta r t  of The L ittle  
H ouse on T he P ra ir ie ,  L andon  
b e c am e  the  p ro d u ce r, w ho is 
the  p e rso n  in c h a rg e ;  the  one 
wtio say s  “ y e ^ .  i». ,‘Jno” to 
pro |)osals.

A t the  ag e  of 37, h e  has  
d e m o n s tra te d  four-w ay  c a p a ­
c ities a s  a c to r , w rite r , d ire c ­
to r  an d  p ro d u ce r. In  short, 
h e ’s th e  boss of L ittle  H ouse, 
and  he d o e n s 't  h a v e  to  te ll 
an v  one th a t  h e ’s the  boss, ev ­
ery o n e  on the se t know s it.

A fte r  B o n an za  w as c a n ­
celed , l a n d o n  w as in no h u r ry  
fo r a n o th e r  job. ’T  am, se t 
f in a n c ia lly ,"  he toVd m e  a t  
P a ra m o u n t Studios la s t  a u ­
tu m n . “ B ut you ge t u sed  to 
w orking . I  like  it, I  like  th ese  
p eo p le ."  He a lso  b ro u g h t 
a long  "15 to  20” the  c re w  
w ho had  w orked  on B o n an aza .

He w’as  n e v e r  re a l ly  v e ry  
idle. A fte r  B onanza sto p p ed  In 
D ecem iier. 1972. he took a job 
w ith  the  short-lived  ‘ Love 
S to rv  ■ .«enes, w ritin g  and  
d ire c tin g  the  p rem ie re  ep i­

sode. L ove C am e  Ijiu g h in g . 
H e  d ire c te d  the  d ra m a  abou t 
b a s e b a ll’s  R oy C am p an ella  
a n d  m ad e  g u est a p p e a ra n c e s  
on  v a r ie ty  show.s. In  the 
sp rin g  of 1974 he Itegan  filling 
in fo r  Jo h n n y  C arso n  on  the 
T on igh t show  a r d  la te r  w as 
th e  m a s te r  of c e rem o n ies  fo r 
th e  Ju n io r  M iss p a g e a n t  on 
TV.

He took on L ittle  H ouse on 
th e  P r a ir ie  a f te r  b e in g  con­
v in ced  th a t  NBC-TV would 
p ro v id e  full back in g  fo r  the 
s e rie s . H e w a sn ’t d isap p o in t­
ed . T he netw hfic in v ested  
he«NÍly in th e  p h y s ic ^  se t­
tin g s  fo r th e  se rie s.

F ir s t ,  th e  in te r io r  sh o t a re  
m a d e  m o stly  on sound .stages 
n u m b e r  31 and 32 a t  P a ra -  
miHint. A sound s ta g e  is abou t 
e ig h t s to r ie s  high an d  big 
enough  for a  foo tball field. 
W ith tw o such  se ts , the  la rg e  
c a s t  of L ittle  H ouse w as 
p len ty  of room .

T h e  o u tdoor sho ts a re  m ad e  
m ain ly  in the  S im i V alley, 
abou t 40-miles n o rth  and  w est 
of H olly w o o l

T he c o m m u n ity  of P lum  
C reek . M inn., has  l>een con­
s tru c te d  in the  a rid , khaki- 
co lored  d e sert land  of V en tu ra  
C ounty . Calif* Only th e  se ttin g  
is g reen , w a te red  b y  se v era l 
m iles of u n d e rg ro u n d  nines 
th a t  c o n v e rt Califoi*nia into 
M inneso ta.

I>andon say s  the  b u d g e t, p e r  
ep isode , is "a lx iu l $250.000.’’ 
w h ich  m ea n s  th a t  the  24 epi­
sodes th a t  m ak e  up  a  seaso n  
w ill com e to  a b o u t $6 m illion.

T his has been  a  good in vest­
m en t. fo r  L ittle  H ouse h as  
s ta y e d  am o n g  th e . top one- 
th ird  of the  A.C. N ielsen  r a t ­
ings all season . I t  h as  b een  as 
h igh  a s  6th p lac e  and  n e \e r  
lo w er th an  24th am o n g  the 62 
p rim e -tim e  p ro g ra m s.

B ut L andon  knew  th a t  he 
w a s  tak in g  a ch an ce . The 
se rie s  Is b ased  on  the  L a u ra  
In g a lls  W ilder books an d  the 
s to r ie s  a re  g e n tle ; n o th in g ' 
like  the  h o t-tem p ered , hard - 
rid in g . _quick-draw , s tra ig h t-  
shooting  c h a ra c te r  of L ittle  
Jo e  C artw rig h t.

" N o ."  sa id  Landon, " th w e 's  
not m u ch  ac tio n . T h e re  a re  no 
guns. C h arle s  In g alls  is ju st a 
fa rm e r ,  t ry in g  to  m ak e  a liv­
in g  and  a  good hom e for his 
fa m ily ."

T he  se rie s  h a s  a defin ite  
" seco n d  g e n e ra tio n "  a tm o ­
sp h e re  to  it, and  Landon has  
r e g u la rly  c a s t  th e  ch ild ren  of 
show  business p ro fess io n a ls  in 
th e  lerie.s. R e g u la r  M elissa 
G ilb ert, w ho p lay s  I ^ u r a  In­
g a lls , is the  d a u g h te r  of com e­
d ian  P au l G ilb ert. Tlie infant 
child , C a rrie  In g alls , is p lay ed  
bv  L indsay  an d  -Sidney G reen  
B ush, tw in d a u g h te rs  of ac to r  
B itlv  G reen  B ush  (E le c tra

G lide in  r B lu e .) F iv e  easy  
P ie ce s  a n d  40 C a ra le s l.

The g u ests  h a v e  included 
D irm  B lo ck er, 17. the son of 
D an  B locker, w ho p lay ed  
l lo s s  C a r tw rig h t u n til hi.s 
d e a th  in 1972. A nne A rch e r, 
w hose m o th e r is M a rio rie  ' 
U u 'd  an d  w hose fa th e r  is 
a c to r  John  A rch er, w as a L it­
tle  H ouse g u e s t in J a n u a ry . 
J u lie  Cobb, the  d a u g h te r  of 
a c to r  Lee J .  Cobb, w as fe a - '' 
tu re d  in F e b ru a ry . '

M itch  Vogel, the  y o u n g ste r  
who w as in the  fin a l y e a rs  of 
Borianai'.a. a lso  h a d  a  guest 
shot in  L ittle  House.

Landon h as  a lso  h ired  such  
e.xpensive ta le n t  a s  A cadem y 
a w a rd  w in n e rs  E rn e s t  B org- 
nin and  R ed  B uttons, and  he 
p e rsu a d e d  co m ed ic  ac to r  
C huck M cCann (th e  guy in 
th e  sh a re d  m ed ic in e  cab in e t, 
who used  R ig h t G u ard , " a n d  
T m  good for th e  w*hole da> ".i 
to  p lay  a  m u te  coppei-sm ilh in 
Tlie Voice of T in k e r Jo n es.

M ostly, how ever, Landon 
ha.s s tu ck  to s to n e s  abou t the 
f a rm e r  an d  lias fam ilv .

And the fam ily  has been 
good enough to e s ta b lish  L n- ' 
t ie  House on th e  P ra ir ie  as 
one of the  e x ce llen t o fferings 
of t+iis seaso n  and  has m ad e  it 
one of the seaso n  i  few genu­
ine  h its .

1 h e  huge In v estm en t looks 
safe . Michael Landon

The Lonely 
Dorymen

A Portuguese fishe.m an 
roH’S his small dory tiBeh 
to the m other ship afte r a 
full day 's fishing off the 
Grand ' Banks of .New­
foundland, in this scene 
from the National Geo­
graphic special, The Lone­
ly Dorymen: Portugal's 
Men of the Sea, to be tele­
cast on Wednesday a t 8 
p.m. on Channel 8.

FAMILY VIEWING Powerful British Drama
IN PRIME TIME Encored on Channel 9

CHICAGO ( I ’P I)  — Th« 
f irs t  two h o u rs  of U.S. p r im e  
lim e  even ing  telev ision  will be 
d evoted  en tire ly  to  p ro g ra m s 
su itab le  for fam ily  v iew ing 
beg inn ing  th is  fall, acco rid n g  
to F e d e ra l C om m unica tons 
com m ission  C h a irm a n  Rich- 
and  W ilev.

T he lec o n d  h a lf  of p rim e  
tim e m av  _ b e  d eveo ted  to 
ad u lt th em es , he sa id , b u t 
p ro g ra m s  w hich  m ig h t be d is­
tu rb in g  to  sig n ifican t sections 
of th e  au d ien ce  w ill be p re- 
cc.'lcd bv  p n n ie d  a n d  b ro ad ­
c a s t  w-arning-s.

■ Jn n>y o p in ion ,"  W iley

.«aid. " th is  p lan  re p re se n ts  a 
la n d m a rk  in in d u stry  self­
reg u la tio n , one w hich  has the 
po ten tia l of pi'ov id ing  a re a l  
m e a su re  of p ro tec tio n  to our 
n a tio n 's  youth  an d  in \'a liiab le  
a s s i s t a n c e  to  concerned  
p a re n ts  wFrn w ish  to  reg u la te  
th e  view ing babit.s o f th e ir  
ch ild ren ."

By show ing p r tig ra m s w hich 
e m p h as ize  v io lence. W iley
sa id , the  .telev ision  in d u stry
"ex e rc ise s -  its  in fluence in a 
m a n n e r  w hich is d e s tru c tiv e  
of the  h ig h er v a lu es  o f 4»ur so ­
c ie ty ."

T h e  C o n trac to r, D avid  
S to rey ’s p ro v o ca tiv e  d ra m a  
exp lo ring  re la tio n sh ip s  am ong  
th re e  g en e ra tio n s  of the w ork­
ing  c lass , return .s  to  T h e a te r  

-in  A m erica , M ay  7 a t  9:00 
p .m . on C hannel N ine. Hal 
H olbrook in tro d u ces  the  p ro ­
g ra m , w h ich  w as videolai»ed 
on-location  in New  O rleans.

O rig ina lly  s ta g e d  by" t h  e 
C helsea  T h e a te r  C en te r  of 
B rooklyn. N ew  Y ork. “ T he 
C o n tra c to r"  ex p lo res  the 
in n e r  lives  b e n e a th  the  su r ­
face  b e h a v io r of a g ro u p  of 
o rd in a ry  people. T h e  ac tio n  
rev o lv es  a ro u n d  the  building

of a p a r ty  ten t for the w-ed- 
d in g  of the boss’s only dau g h ­
te r . As the jo b  p ro ceed s, the 
lelalim i.ships be tw een  boss 
and  w o rk e r, be tw een  w o rk e r 
and  w o rk e r, and  be tw een  chil­
d re n  an d  th e ir  p a re n ts ,  a re  
rev ea led .

As the  s to ry  unfolds, it be­
co m es c le a r  th a t  the  in d u str i­
a lis t .  M r. E w b an k , is d isap ­
po in ted  an d  f ru s tra te d  desp ite  
his success , and th a t  the  
w orkm en  he em ploys a re  not 
proud  a r t is a n s , b u t d efea ted  
m en. W orking  c h eap ly  for 
E w h an k  b e c au se  th ey  can  
find  r o  e th e r  e m p lo y m en t,

th ey  spend th e ir  t im e  m ock­
ing th e ir  em p lo y er. T hrough 

 ̂ sk illfu l use of w it and  b a n te r­
ing -lialogue. S torey  infuses 
th ese  i h a ra c te r s  w ith  v ita lity , 
rev ea lin g  a  b n iad  sp e id ru m  of 
ro n flic ’tin g  feelings affec­
tion, hostility , k indness, c ru e l­
ly, h u m o r and  su ffe ring .

The C helsea  T h e a te r  C en te r  
h as  p re se n ted  som e of th e  
m ost in novative  p roductions 
in th e a te r  to d ay . A m ong the  
drania .s  w h ich  p rem ie re d  a t  
(.Tielsea a re  ( ie n e f s  The 
.Screens. G in sb e rg 's  The K ad- 
d ish . and  L elto i Jones* .Slave 
.Ship.
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