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Landon is everything to ‘Little House on the Prairie’

HOLLYWOOD — Michael Lan-
don produces, directs, writes and
stars in “Little House on the
Prairie.”” He denies that, given a
broom, he might also sweep the
sel.

He is in total control of the series
that last season was the highest
rated show in NBC’s lineup.

FOR THE record, Landon is the
execulive producer of “Little
House on the Prairie,” as well as
its star. He is, unofficially, also the
chief seript doctor.

On the Sunday of this interview,
he was up at 5 a.m. to “totally
rewrite'" a seript, he revealed, that
goes inte production in four
weeks,

Next season, Landon will direct
every other episode — 12 all told.

' ‘Litlle Hovse' for me is like
someonc eise playing golf. It's my
fun (directing) . . . relaxing time,"
Landon explains.

THE SBOW refurns for its fourth
season next September, on Monday
nights from 3-8, where it moved at
mid-season after launching the
year as a Wednesday night show
last September. The move proved
successful in ar otherwise bleak
scason for NBC.

There will be a few changes next

season. Landon reports. For one
thing, Vietor French has moved
onto his own series (he'll star in
ABC's “Carter Country"}. So, the
new man in town will be Merlin
Olsen, the professional footbali

Michael Landon

player {Los Angeles Rams defn-
sive lineman), who will become a
semi-regular,

“We felt we needed another guy
for me 10 b2 involved with,” Lan-
don notes.

THERE IS a striking resem-
blance between Oslen and the late
Dan Blocker, who co-starred with
Landon on ‘“‘Bonanza” for 14
years.

“He (Merle) reminds me cnough
of Blocker that I eried when I saw
his screen test,"”

The show will continue to remain
faithiul to the original books ahout
the Ingalls and, in fact, will delve
further into some of the stiutations
lightly treated in the books such as
when Mary Ingalls goes blind. That
will emerge in the final two-hour
episode of the season, Landon ex-
will have another child, a daugh-
ter,

LANDON IS philosophical about
television success. Scheduling is a
critical factor in how well a series
will do.

“You can work as hard as you
want, and do the best you can.” he
says, "bul if your show happens to
come up against a series that’s sud-
denly hot, you get knocked off."”

“Bonanza" lasted for 14 years,

but in ils first season, it suffered
poor ratings and was an endan-
gered show, Landon recalls. But
the stroke of luck that turned the
tide in its favor was the advent of
color TV,

“RCA CAME out with color,”
Landon remembers, "“and wanted
‘Bonanza’ to remain on the air be-
cause it was a good, outdoor West-
ern drama. They wanted it on to
sell color sets.”

The show was moved into Sunday
nights and became one of televi-
sion’s biggest hits.

Landon reflects: “I don't think
we could get away with a Bonanza-
type show today. it lasted because
no one was interested in star ap-
peal. We were all unkaowns. And
the fact that we did idiatic comedy
attimes was accepted by the audi-
cnce then.”

THE INFERENCE is that
today's audience might go for out-
rageous humor, but not idiotic
comedy.

Landon f{inds himself working
the great cutdoors again in “Little
House on the Prairie.”” He expects
the company to settle in FTucson for
location shooting. One of the big
problems is finding a Jocation with
waler. A severe waler shortage has

forced rationing along the West
Coast.

Chances are viewers will be see-
ing more of Landon's own kids in
the series next season. His daugh-
ter, Leslie, already has been in two
episodes, and a son, Mike, ap-
peared in another. If they keep up
their grades in school, Landon
pointed oul, they will do more.

LANDON HAS seven children,
ranging in ages from (wo to 28 and
he explains he's a strict father. His
kids don’t watch much television,
and then onty shows he approves
for them.

““My kids read,” Landon reveals.
"“They go to a private schaol which
has a rule against watching televi-
sion during the week. They're bet-
ter readers than college kids."

According Lo this school rule, it
was pointed out, the Landon kids
are delinguent if they watch “'Little
House on the Prairie.”

"“They 2ll break the rules,” Lan-
don says with a broad smile.

There is one rule Landon won't
disturb. it permits him to be home
every evening for dinner with his
family. Because there are children
in the cast who can't work beyond
eight hours a day under Califernia
law, Landon explains, he's fre-
quently home by mid-afternoon,
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