
botF sides of camera 
7 cooperate completely with myself 

Michael Landon at the helm 
Actor, director, producer Michael 
Landon checks a camera angle dur-
ing filming of his series, "Little 
House on the Prairie," as he works 

both sides of the camera, starring in 
the series, directing every other 
w e e k , and s o m e t i m e s writing 
scripts. 

By MIKE GOODKIND 
Associated Press Writer 

LOS ANGELES -
Michael Landon, star of 
NBC's "Little House on the 
Prairie" does just exactly 
what the director orders, 
at least every other week. 

Landon, you see, works 
both sides of the camera — 
as actor and director. 

Under the hot sun in the 
Simi Valley, about 50 miles 
northwest of Los Angeles, 
Landon the director sets up 
a camera angle. 

Then he rushes out, be-
comes character Charles 
Ingalls, and starts nailing 
the side of a house as part 
of a scene. 

Landon is the star, pro-
ducer , sometimes the 
writer and one of two di-
rectors of the series, now 
filming for its fourth sea-
son. 

"I like making films," 
says Landon, who is some-
where in his 40s. 

"There ' s advantages 
and the re ' s disadvan-
tages" to directing a show 
in which you're also star-
ring, he says. "The disad-
vantage being of course, 
you just can't sit back and 
see what you did until you 
see the dailies (the raw 
film shot each day). 

"Aside from that you 
just have to count on your 
instincts. The big advan-
tage of course is that I 
cooperate completely with 
myself." 

Landon, on lunch break 
on location, leans back in 
the folding chair under the 
mess tent and laughs. 

"When the director says 

move, I move, wherever he 
wants me to go, I go there. 
So that way I can get a lot 
of work done without a lot 
of hassles." 

Landon directed "The 
Music Box," the episode 
scheduled for 7:00 p.m. 
Monday. It's a repeat, first 
seen March 14. Middle 
daughter Laura, played by 
13-year-old Melissa Gil-
bert, feels guilty because 
she's stolen a small toy. 

"I've always liked direc-
ting more than anything 
else," says Landon, who 
directs every other "Little 
House" episode, alter-
nating with William F. 
Claxton. 

"Someday I'm sure I 
will (direct full time), but 
in the meant ime my 
checks are larger for act-
ing than they are for direc-
ting." Again he laughs. 

Landon doesn't exactly 
like to talk about how long 
he thinks the show, cur-
rently NBC's most popu-
lar, will continue. 

"I have no idea. If every-
body is having fun making 
the show, that's g^eat," he 
says, as if television shows 
are kept alive if the people 
making them enjoy their 
work. 

But. he adds. "If we had 
the same competition eve-
ry year, I could tell you 
how many years we'd be 
on. If you're eating up the 
competition and they're 
not going to change it, then 
you're going to be on quite 
a while. But they change 
the competition every 
year." 

Landon made it 14 years 

AiiierkxmBecajiiy College 
GidfporVs first andforemost school of cosmetology is continuously 
striving to have the finest training available on the Gulf Coast. 
Because of our high standards and self-motivation, we are the 
first cosmetology school to become nationally accredited in the 
state of Miss. We accept students under the V.A., State Re-
habilitation, Guaranteed Student Loan, and Basic Education 
Opportunity Grant Programs. 
To better serve your needs we proudly announce new appoint-
ments made in our staff" 

DIRECTOR SENIOR INSTRUCTORS 
Joseph ElUs Shirley Sessum 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR Jean Teegarden 
Berinda Logan STUDENT INSTRUCTORS 

SUPERVISING INSTRUCTOR Cathy Childress 
Yvonne Ellis Rice Lavell Mooney 

Next Class Starting September 6, 1977 
For information call 864-3866 

or 
Come in at your convenience 

2200 25th Ave. Guljport, Miss. 

PAGE 10 MAR^U^, The Suir-H|Bra|d Aug. 13,1977 ; 

on his first regular series, 
" B o n a n z a . " where he 
played Little Joe starting 
in the late '50s. That's 
where he started writing, 
he says. 

If the series goes for .a 
fifth year, says Landon, 
older daughter Mary will 
go blind and the family will 
sell its farm and move into 
town where Charles will 
run a boarding house. 

Besides being true to the 
Laura Ingalls Wilder nov-
els on which the show is 
based, the move will "give 
us more storylines," says 
Landon. 

The character on the 
screen is a familiar one to 
the actor. Landon says he's 
pretty much the same guy 
at home with his wife, the 
former Lynn Noe, and the 
couple's seven kids, aged 4 
to 26, including three by 
previous marriages. 

The Landon's school age 
children aren't permitted 
to watch television on 
school nights with two ex-
ceptions: certain specials 
r ecommended by the 
school and "Little House 
on the Prairie," which 
Landon contends shows 
dad pretty close to real 
life. 

"I'm really not that 
much different on the show 
than I am in the house. I'm 
strict, we have a very af-
fectionate family, there's 
no disrespect in my house. 
Everybody makes mis-
t akes , including dad, 
which he admits to, so eve-
rybody knows they're not 
perfect and everybody 
does their share." 

Shipwrecked 
A tropical bird sits on 
the shoulder of a pen-
sive Stanley Baker, who 
portrays the lonely but 
d e t e r m i n e d s h i p -
wrecked hero in "Rob-
inson Crusoe," the clas-
sic story by Daniel De-
foe, which will be re-
peated on "NBC Thurs-
day Night at the Mov-
ies" (8-10:00 p.m.). 
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