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PIONEER DAY CLOTHES: NOT VERY COMFORTABLE

Our pioneer ancestors may have been very
hardy folk—but they weren't very com-
fortable,

“Anyone who had to wear clothes like
that couldn’t have been very happy about
it." says Richalene Kelsay, the young woman
i churge of the costumes worn by the
women on NBC's Little House on the
Prairie series (Wednesdays at 8PM)

Kelsay's costumes have led to a flood of
mail asking for patterns of the clothing she
has designed for the show. This is especial-
Iy true for the sun bonnets,

She said: “Today's kids just love those
bonnets. “I'm getting letters from Girl Scout
leaders, teachers and individuals asking for
the pattern.”

Kelsay said they may well be what she
terms “a rebirth™ of the sun bonnet among
American women-—but she's betting against
a return of the rest of the clothing worn in
the late 1870's and early 1880's—the period
for Little House on the Prairie.

“The clothy was heavy and without color
and those shoes were about as much fun as
4 toothache,” she said.

In order to make sure that the costumes
are authentic. Richalene uses nothing but
the real thing, A pair of those button shoes
prohibly cost ubout 50 cents in the 18707
but 1 have to pay $165.00 to have cach pair
made today

"The most difficult part of my job is to
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find the woven material for the dresses and
coats. 1 can’t use today's modern synthetics
and not many people are still making their

FROM BOOTS TO BONNET—Richalene Kelsay
(lefr), adjusts boots for Meilssa Gilbert, who plays
Laura Ingalls in NBC's Little House on the Pruirie

own cloth. | know a young man in northern
California that turns ont material exactly
the way it was 100 years ago—and | buy

evervthing he makes.’

She needs & large collection of clothing of
that penod 1o outfit the Ingalls women as
well as the guest sturs and the many extras
appeanng on the show

“You won't see o large wardrobe for the
Ingalls family.” said Richalene, “hecause
people of that penad didn't have many
clothes. On an they had one work
outht and one dressup set—and that wis
Wt

average

Fhey'd wear those clothes until they
were in rugs und then buy unother set. They
couldn’t afford the luxury of fashion, The
clothes didn’t fit well at all and the fabries
were rough beswides being heavy and without

"Tll_fh' colors

Kelsay s an art imajor who researches old
books and maguzines to et ideas for the
clothing of that period. She thinks nostalgia
has gone about as far as it will go for modern
Amencun women

We have worked our way
fashions of the 1930% and 1940% but |
doubt 1f vou'll see a rush to the
fashions of the 1870%, Women like long
don't like them dull and

back to the
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dresses but they

heavy, and they certainly aren't going to go
back to the “corset” look. The hard-working
peaple of that eru were beautiful——but their
clothes were pwiyl!

LETUS FIGHT YOUR....

BATTLE - BULGE

IMPROVE! ADD-A-ROOM

DON'T MOVE . ..
* WE DESIGN (T}
« WE BUILD IT!
* WE GUARANTEE IT)

REMODEL YOUR KITCHEN

REMODEL YOUR BATH

WINNER "1973 GRAND CONTRACTOR
OF THE YEAR" AWARD!

Ao/ -
BUILDERS

REMODELING DESIGN, INC. (000, Owned Lo No 262542

Phone 889-006] « « « RIVERSIDE 682-6244

SAN BERMNARDING 297 5O WATERMAN AVENUE

SERVING THE
INLAND EMPIRE

Elizabeth Montgomery listens intently as she is accused of mur-
der; Don Porter (1) listens talmly as her defending attorney in
“The Legend of Lizzie Borden,”
happened in the infamous murder case on the ABC Monday
Night Movie at 9PM

a drama of what might have
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