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New television drama exhausting for Melissa Gilbert
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The Associated Press
Melissa Gilbert is shown in a scene from the four-hour 
television drama “Danielle Steel’s ‘Zoya.’”
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Looking For A 
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See R.S.V.P. Personals 
in Friday and Sunday 

Classified; Wednesday in 
Super Express.

Sometimes being single isn’t 
exactly a picnic in the park. If 

you’re having a difficult time 
distinguishing the teddy bears 
from the wolves, it’s time you 
explored the R.S.V.P. personals. 

Meet someone new, outside 
your typical pack of friends, 

maybe in a different neck of 
the woods.
Call 1 - 9 0 0 - 2 8 8 - 0 1 6 6  

($1.99 per minute) to 
respond to an ad today 
and see what kind of 
dating calls you hear!
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‘Every man dies, not 
every man ready lives.
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A Demonically Funny Thriller.”
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EQUIPPED FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED

’Danielle Steel’s 
Zoya' scheduled 
for 2-night run
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES “I found out I 
was pregnant two days before I 
was to go to Europe.” Melissa 
Gilbert relates of the odyssey that 
took her to St. Petersburg, Paris, 
New York and Montreal for the 
four-hour television drama “Dan
ielle Steel’s ‘Zoya.’ ”

“It was an exhausting, grueling 
schedule,” Gilbert said. “We were 
doing basically two movies in a 
very short amount of time. We 
jumped all over the place. We 
didn’t start in 1917 and end in 1970.

“There were some days when I 
was 17 to 35 to 38 to 22. The only 
days when we didn’t have that 
were when my makeup was my 
close-to-50 look and 70 and up. 
Those were two different prosthet
ic makeups that each took close to 
four hours — two hours to put on 
and two hours to take off.

“There I was, dressed as a 
70-year-old woman — with morn
ing sickness.”

“Zoya," another plot-heavy Steel 
drama, can be seen tonight and 
Monday on NBC. Gilbert plays a 
girl of Russian nobility who is 
orphaned by the 1917 Revolution 
and raised by her grandmother 
(Diana Rigg).

The Zoya saga includes two 
marriages, success as a fashion 
designer and a return to her 
homeland late in life. Her first 
husband is played by “my favorite 
leading man.” Gilbert’s husband 
Bruce Boxleitner.

Aside from the rigors of the 
many locations, costumes and

makeups, Gilbert had to contend 
with the “suits” from the network.

“Believe me, there were battles 
big battles,” she said. "It’s very 

difficult to get things past a very 
conservative sort of network.

“They wanted me to play a 
Russian, but they didn’t want me 
to have a Russian accent. They 
didn’t want me to wear hats, 
though most of the movie takes 
place in the *20s and ‘30s, when 
women wore hats.

“There were battles, but the 
battles were won. It was an epic 
movie and an epic battle, but it 
was certainly well worth the 
effort.”

“Zoya” was on location 10 days 
in St. Petersburg, two in Paris, 2Vt 
weeks in New York and five weeks 
in Montreal.

"Every day, there was a budget 
problem,” Gilbert said. “There’s 
just no money anymore. It’s not 
like it was. I’ve been around long 
enough to tell tliat there really 
isn’t money in these projects.

“The networks have money now 
to hire major motion picture actors 
to star in the occasional miniseries 
or movie-of-the-week. But then the 
budget itself is so small.”

Gilbert describes herself in "a 
state of semiretirement right now; 
I don’t know when I’ll go back to 
work. I’ve been working so hard 
for so long, I really need a bit of a 
rest. I’m also over five months 
pregnant, so I can’t work now 
anyway.”

Indeed, Melissa Gilbert, now 29, 
has been working most of her life. 
The granddaughter of comedy 
writer Harry Crane (“The Honey- 
mooners”) and daughter of come
dian Paul Gilbert, she started 
making TV commercials at 2. She 
was 9 when Michael Landon cast 
her as daughter Laura in “Little 
House on the Prairie.”

L hey wanted me to play a Russian, but they 
didn’t want me to have a Russian accent. They 
didn’t want me to wear hats, though most of the 
movie takes place in the ‘20s and ‘30s, when 
women wore hats. There were battles, but the 
battles were won. It was an epic movie and an epic 
battle, but it was certainly well worth the effort.”

—  M e lissa  Gilbert

W e s l e t  P a t r i c k  J o h n  
SNIPES SWAYZE LEGUIZAMO

After 10 years on “Prairie,” she 
became the sweetheart of angst- 
ridden TV movies and miniseries. 
She has dealt with abortion 
(“Choices"), date rape (“Without 
Her Consent”), incest (“Shattered 
T ru s t”), forced sterilization 
(“Against Her Will”) and a host of 
other issues. She also appeared in 
a couple of series, “Stand By Your 
Man” and last season’s “Sweet

Justice.”
“This is the first time I’ve been 

able to sit back and relax and not 
worry about money or anything.” 
she sighed. “It’s nice to have a 
husband who’s working steadily.” 

Boxleitner has started the sec
ond season of the syndicated sci-fi 
series, “Babylon 5.” By previous 
marriages, he has two sons, she 
has one.

C L O c K e R S
61806 UNIVERSAL CITY STUDIOS INC

ASK ABOUT 
OUR COMBO!

DANGEROUS 
MINDS

MICHELLE  
PFEIFFER
"DON 'T MISS 
THIS FILM!"
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