Q&A

MELISSA GILBERT

By HARVEY SOLOMON

Hotse on the Prairie,” Melis-
sa Gilbert comes from a long line of
entertainers. Her grandfather
Harry Crane en-created 2nd wrote
“The Honeymooners,™ her mother
Rarbara isa formeractress and her
late father Pawl was a comedian,

She made hier TY debut af the
tender age of 2 modcling baby
clothes and later appeared in more
than 30 rommercials. Since har
“Littte House" days, Gilbert has
appeared on stage and in numer-
ous TV movies. including “Shat-
tered Trust: The Shari Karney
Story” that aired last month and
the psyrholegical thriller “House
of Secrets,” premiering on Manday,
Now 1, on NBC and co-staering her
real-life beau Bruce Boxleitner Set
in and shot entirely on location in
New Orleans’ French Quarter, this
vondoo-drenched drama is hased
nn the same hnnk that inspired a
classic 1933 Simone Simorvet film,
“Diabolique.”

@: How does this picture dif-
fer from the earlier version?

A:it'supdated. Well evervone in
it is except me. I'm the one whawas
raised on the plantation swith no
exposure to the ouside world so [
ool like soanething oug of “The
Great Gatsby™ in whispy dresses
and floppy Rats. 1t a real gothic
thriller

Q: Was this the first time you
met Bruce?

A: No - everybody thinks we
nmet on the picture but thev're
wrong, The first time 1 et him
was when | was i7 at a "Battle of
the Network Stars.” Then we did
not see or hear from cach other
until last September when wewere
reiniroruced by friends,

& How are things going now?

A We just got back from avaca:
tion in Maui. The kids (she hasone
son, 4 1/2yearald Makota, and
Boxleitner has two) had a wonder-
ful tiime. Nofighting! [ was shocked.
My brother and 1 used to beat the
living daylights nut of pach other: ...
Mostly my ife is ey haring. the
stay-home mother of one, semi
mather of two. hanging out with
my grown-up hoviriend. soing o
mavies and cooking dinner

Q: Do you get a lictke tived of
people continitally asking vou
about "Llitite House on the
Prairip?”

A: There's ondy one thing 1 get
aften tha really bothers me. and

EST known for her 10year §
stint ag Laura on “Little ;

~ Palsmaum Phsn

House nn the Prairie.”

that’s when penple say, “What have
voul heen dning lately?” Coming off
of five TV movies in ohe year [ fall
over.

&: Why do you Lthink people
remember “Little House” so
much?

ATt strikes me that nothing has
the impact of series television.
Nothing, not even features. People
in features don’t walk into vour liv-
ing ronm evary week.

Q: What do you remember
best about Michael Lundon?

A: His laugh - his Jaugh and his
hig arms. He was alwavs hugging
me. He was like an upside down tri-
angle and Twas so (ny I'd bary my
head in those arms.

&: What was it like working
with Rosie O0'Donnell on vour
short-lived Fox series, “Stand By
Your Man™?

A Tobeworking with Rosie was
a joy, and to be doing comedy toa? [
mean. 1 was raised by comics. o
whv am ] the one that weeps™ One ol
the most depressing Limes was
when I found out the show wasn
picked up. .. Rosie is wildiv funny
She'swicked. she really is. [havent
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Melissa Gilbert (seated) grew up in front of our eyves on “Littie

spnken tn har sines, but of enirsa
now she's friends with Aladonna.

&: Have you given any advice
to your younger sister Sara?

A Sara is the great white hopa. [
don't give her advice ‘cause she
never asks for my opinion. | think
she’s doing just fine. She's the only
one of us to go to college. She had
the guls to say. “Yeah. ['m leaving
the show ['m geing to scheol,” and
the people at “Roseanne” figured
out a wax to keep her in it {Produc-
ers Laped gdvanee segiments of Sara
this past summer to air throughout
thrseasom.)

& Your home includes not
just dogs and cats but hoirses,
rabbits and cockatoos too. You
miest be quite an animal lover

A We had a dog when T was
growing up thal we had 1o pul o
sleep. and my mother just couldnt
deal with it adter that. When [was 19
and living in ihe wmest house ]
deeided she could no longer tell me
what todo so I siarted bringing ani-
mals home o kitten. a puppy
annther puppy another Kiten, a
bird. a bunny and it just developed
from there into this menagerie.

= CBS PhouCId! Lipsan

Fran Drescher (right) is not your typical nanny.

‘The Nanny’ looks like
a hit for funny Fran

7 AST season CBS wissed
with “Frannie’s Turn,” a
sltcom Starring versatile
British actress Miriam Mar-
golyes. This season the network
hnpes annther Fran gets a
much longer turn when spirit-
ad Queens (NYCY native Fran
Drescher stars in “The Nanny™
anew sitcom gelling a ot of pus-
itive pre-launch word-of-mouth.

“My handle is T talk
straight,” said Drescher “T'm
never talking behind someone’s
back. I'LL say right to vour face
what 1think you need o hear.
say what other people only
think."

And so, fresh from quitting -
no, make that being fired so she
can collect unemployment - her
ex-boyitiend's bridal shop,
Fran Fine arrives on the
doorstep of a wealthy widowed
Broadway mroducer

She's selling cosmetics door-
to-door but quickly adapts after
learning the household is intar-
viewirg for a nanny to handle
th producer’s three unusual

ids.

“Bhe brings not only heart
and love and warmth into the
house but a hit of chaps and an
uncenfrollable quality” said
Diescher: “and she never fol-
lows the rales. Every conflict
that is mut hefore them she'tl
wani to handle in a completely
different way than the father”

With film credits including
“American Hol  Wax,” "D
Datroii,” “This is Spinal Tap"
and “Cadiliac Main.” Drescher
formerly co-starred with Twig-
gy and Julie Hagerty in the
shogt-lived sitcom “Princesses.”

While visiting  Twiggy

(whom she calls "Twigs™) in
London, Drescher realized that
afish-out-ofwater seenario pre-
senfing her as a nanny in a
proper household could be
prime sitcom material.

Upon her return, she and
her hushand, producer Peter
Marc Jacobson (“Charmed
Lives™} developed and pitched
“The Nanny™ to CBS president
Jeff Sagansky who immediate-
Iy grean lighted the serles.

Reportedly the highest tesl-
ed CBS pilot in three years,
“The Nanny" was initially slot-
ted o premiere after the ran-
celed “The Trouble With
Larry” Now it will debant on
Wednesday, Nov. 3. at B:30 pan.
(ET/PT) after “Hearts Afire.”

In addition to its snappy s¢arn;
much of the series’ charm
stems from the chemistry that
develops among s ensembie
cast.

Soap apera veteran Charles
Shaughnessy {(“Days of Our
Lives”} plays the head of the
houschold.  while  veteran
Daniel Davis (“The Hunt for
Red Oetaher™) sparklos as Niles
the butler, an unexpected ally:

The sharpienpucd actress
aiso feels her real life counter-
parts  should welcome  her
untonventional but kind-heart-
ed porivayal.

“Yeah, veah. you Know actu-
ally they should coant their
blessings that I'm representing
then as well as they are.” she
sajid in her trademark nasal
voice, “hecanse until 1his paint
its been a Int of “The Hand
That Rocks the Cradie’s™)
Hebeoea de Mornay™
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