Home gives TV actor
a measure of control

Dean Butler likes to be able to call his own shots

By Karen Back
Copley News Service

ctor Dean Batter, who
stars as Grdeet's hushand,
Jett “Moondoggie™ Grittim,

o the svadicated TV series © The
~ew Gdget, Bives ust two
blocks from the world-tamous
Hollvwood sigin.

An avid photographer. Butler
has been chronreling the changes
m the sign by talkmg photos from
the roof of his hulltop home.
Though he nussed the Ollywood
mearnation when Ohiver North
had his turn as a TV star, Butler,
whose brother s a naval pilot, did
capture the time durving the
Army Navy game when Navy
covered the sign wath Navy

sitting on an L-shaped couch
covered with oft-white chenille in
his living room, Butler, a 3l-vear-
old bachelor who has made a ca-
reer out of playimng the all-
American spouse Che also plaved
Laura's husband Almonzo on
“Little House on the Prairie™ ),
savs, UIn this city, m this busi-
ness, home s very important to
me because it 1s something that |1
can control 7 He adds, “Creating
this home was something sub-
stantial that 1 did. I wasn't at the
mercy of someone else.”

He bought his one-bedroom
house tour vears ago and has
never regretted his decision.
“I'm very much a homebody kind
of person,”” he says. I ook for-
ward to coming home. [ also don't
have to worry about someone
banging on the wall saving,
*You're too foud.” | call the
shots.”

Not surpnsingly, this actor
wants to be a director. He takes a
sip of apple Juice and sets it care-
fully on a coaster on the cotfee ta-
ble. He bought his pine coffee
table from a store that restores
turniture after you buy it

“This was the most beaten-up,
talling-apart table,” savs Butler,
whose home 15 immaculate to a
fault. "I was sort of flattered by
this. The owner said, "You've

prcked the worst-looking table m
the place. That shows yvou have a
lot of vision to see what some-
thing may look like when it's put
hack together agam ™ 7

On top of the amply restored
table is a book called "Happy
Buthday Hollvwood," a set of
Jdommoes in a wooden box topped
with a brass plague engraved
with his nanme, a tall glass vase
filled wath vellow tiger lihes and
two white camellias from his gar-
den resting on a stone plate.

On the wall behind the couch is
a framed relief map of the Moore
Ranch which, though subdivided
now, was once a large Northern
Calitornia ranch owned by his
mother's relatives. Mounted on
cither side of the map are two
brass quartz lamps

Butler recalls his discussion
with his mterior designer. “We
thought, *The room is so small,
jet's not clutter it with having
lamps standing in it -- that just
hbreaks the Tine of the room. Let's
keep the chairs low, the tables
low, evervthing simple.”

The 300-watt lights with
dimmers that they chose reflect
ott the ceiling.

Butler sometimes curls up on
the couch to read though he ad-
mits he hasn't read all the books
on his shelves. 1 belonged to the
Book ot the Month Club for a
while so these things would just
start arrviving.”’

But he definitely has read “The
Complete Works of Mark Twain,”
a collection that has been in his
family for years. One of his
dreams is to — “when I'm older,
when Mr. (Hal) Holbrook is
gone' — do his own one-man
show of Mark Twain.

Several photographs he has
taken of family and friends dot
his shelves. A shot of his mother,
brother and sister 1s near a shot
of Carvn Richmond, his “Gidget™
co-star, and a shot of his father in
swim trunks and a bathing cap.

My dad is a triathlete,” says
Butler, “so when I get pictures of

Dad he's usually i some state of
undress. etther gettiig i or out of
the water

On his old upright piano 1
don't play but Tove the wayv it
looks™ — are photos of his sis-
ter's and brother's jamihes A
nearby table hosts an old tamily
vlobe that still has Stamoon 11, a
prece of pottery made by his
grandmother and a picture of the
carral at the tamily ranch, which
nestles beneath a mountain called
Mission Peak.

Butler's house looks out at a
vista that extends from Long
Beach to Century City. He re-
flects, It's not a large house, but
I never feel claustrophobie here
It feels ke a trechouse. ™

His bedroom and office are
downstairs. He's in the process of
transfornung his office into a
guest bedroom and will replace
the couch there with two twin
beds. The stereo system will be
moved into the recently com-
pleted office off his bedroom.
That space originally was going,
to be his dream bathroom com-
plete with granite countertops,
but Rutler opted for a new office
mstead because he thought, ' 1'm
Loing to get much more use out of
this space than I am going to get
out of a granite baihroom.”

He'll also get a lot of use out of
his new 27-foot closet where his
clothes are hung in perfect rows.

Upstairs in the kitchen Butler
discusses his passion for cookies-
and-cream ice cream, then looks
around. *“This is the house that
‘Littie House' butlt. "Gidget™ sup-
ports this house, and mayvbe next
vear ‘Gidget” will build a new
kitchen.”

He acknowledges that some ac-
tors are in the profession “for
fove of the theater.” Then he re-
flects, ' ve always thought of
myself as being very much the
businessmar actor. My goal is to
make a living. Otherwise, |
wouldn't have this house and we
wouldn't be having this conversa-
tion.”
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Dean Butler's role in ‘Little House on the Prairie’ paid for his Hollywood home, he says. and his role in ‘The
New Gidget' supports his upscale lifestyle.
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Don't have ame o read the
entire paper? Today, on pas
AS. offers anmstant sy
of cvervthing thats gomy
around the world, dnougheat
the nation and hoe m Orange
County. In a matter of mamutes,
you'll gain iy mstant awarencess
of many 1important news stor-
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Drunk Driving?)

3 minutc RECORDED LEGAL HOTLINE cxplains
the laws and penalties... where 1o turn for help.

1ot Ononss Logat Houne ' (714) 634-3333 .
. 2nd Offense Lgal ﬁlqtnpe (71 4) 634-91 1 1 j
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Santa Ana
North Main St.
At 10th

(714) 541-4391

NONONONNAS SN ONINININNNINIDN D ‘\‘xx\_'\'_\:\':.\_\:\.’\‘..\:\:\:\-.\.'\:\.’\m:\:\.\x.m\xx\m,&\x\_\xx\:\xm&\\x.\xx\.\xmm&\\xmmm ONSAN AN OIS

_ NN

S S S S S S R S R R S S S S R R S S TS E S S S S SS &

SAVE 35%

Home Electronic Centers
by Thomasville

clectronics

Come see our selection of Hese great Thomsolle
cabmets specitically desiened to hold all vour
TV, V'CR, Stereo, Turntable, ete.
Choose Traditional. Provimcial, Casual. Contenipo-
rary, o Country styles ..
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HOURS: 10-6 Dailv @ 10-7 Thur. ® 12-5 Sun.
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Laguna Hills
Alicia Pkwy. & San Diego Fwy
(in HONALI Plaza)

(714) 951-7101
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" CLEARANCE
- SALE!
EVERYTHING MARKED DOWN! *

Save on oui entire collection of barstools, dinettes, and game sets.
Most are available in your choice of colors and sizes.
in addition, save even more on a select group of floor samples.
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o Come See Us Today!
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* Some Hems previously marked down

Théaaiaal Dwéug Co.

“Quality Furniture at Discount Prices”™
23562 Commerce CENTER DR.
Lacguna HiLes, CA. 92653

(714) 770-3103

STORE HOURS: M&F 10:00-8:30
T W-TH-5AT 10:00-6:00;SUN 1 2:00-5:00

CASUAL
DINING .

COMMERCE
CENTER DR
LAXE FOREST

EL TORO RD.

AVENtLA DE LA CARLOTA

£ 0T

SAN DIEGO FWY
EL 10RO LARE FOREST '
EXT EX1Y

Financing Avaduble’
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