
ome gives TV actor 
a measure of contro
Dean Butler likes to be able to call his own shots
By Karen Back
1 opl(!y News .Setvicu

A ctdi I )r;in Hiitlcr, \', hu 
still''' .ts (iiikx't's luisliaiul, 
,)ell (■nlTin,

I 11 tliL' s\ lulicaiL'c.! SL'i'ies "T l i i '  
Ni'W ( i id^c 't ,  !ivc> ius| tu ( i  
¡ ' lo c k s  I ' ro i i i  the  u m M  ta n iH i>  
i lo l l y u d i i c i  sif^ii.

A n  a v id  p lu i t o ” rap lu .T .  B i i t k ' r  
has b c i ' i i  r h i  iM i ic lm iJ t lu '  i. hant^t'. '' 
i l l  the  sii4ii l) \  t i i lu i i .u  p h i i t i is  I r o m  
I he n io t '  1)1' h is  ! i i l ! t o p  h m i ic ,  
i li(iUf.;h he m is s e d  t t ie  O l ly w i io d  
;n c a r n a l i i i i t  w l ie i i  O h \ e r  N o i t h  
hat l  h is  t u rn  as ;i lA ’ .star, B u t le r ,  
vvtiose l i r o t h e r  is a n a \ a l  p i l i i t ,  d k l  
c a i i t u r e  the t im e  d u i ' i im  the 
\ r t n \ '  N ; j \  > i^an ie  w l ie i i  N a \  y 

v_()vered ( lie  sifzii w i t h  N a \  y
S i t t i n g  iin an  1, sh ; iped  couch  

c o \ ’c r e d  w i th  o l ' t -w h i te  c h e n i l le  in 
h is  l i v i n i ’ r o o m ,  l i u t i e r ,  ;i , i l - y e a r -  
o id  b ; ic h e lo r  w h o  has m ad e  a c a 
r e e r  out o i  p la y in g  the a l l  
/ \ n i e r i c a n  spoust.' ( he a lso  p ia y e i i  
L a u r a ' s  h u sb an d  .A lmoii / .o on 
" L i t t l e  House on the  I ’ r a i r i e " ) ,  
say.s, ' ’ In th is  c i t \ ' ,  m  th is  bus i-  
ne.ss, h om e  is ve r \ -  im p o r ta n t  to 
m e  because  it is  s o m e th in g  th a t  i 
c a n  c o n t ro l  ' H e  ad t is ,  " C ' r e ; i t i im  
th i s  h o m e  w a s  s o m e th in g  s u b 
s ta n t ia l  tha t  1 d id .  1 w a s n ' t  at the  
m c r c y  ot s o m e o n e  e ls e . "

H e  bou^ih t h is  o n e -b e d ro o m  
house lo u r  \  e a rs  a f jo  a i id  has 
n e v e r  r e f i r e t te d  h is  dec is ion .
" I ' m  v e r \ ’ m u c h  a h o m e b o d \ '  k in d  
o f  p e r s o n , "  he says .  " I  look f o r 
w a r d  to  c o m in g  h o m e .  I al,so d o n ’t 
h a v e  to  w o r r y  a b o u t  .someone 
b a n g in g  on the  w a l l  sa y in g ,  
' Y o u ’ re too lo u d . '  1 c a l i  the  
s h o ts ”

N o t  s u rp n .s in g ly ,  t i i i s  a c to r  
w a n ts  to be a d i r e c to r .  He t ; ik e s  a 
s ip  o f  a p p le  ju ic e  an d  sets i t  c a r e 
f u l l y  on ii  c o a s te r  on the c(.)ffee ta- 
ii le .  He b o u g h t  h is  p ine  co f fee  
t a b le  f r o m  a s to re  th ; i t  r e s to re s  
t 'u r n i tu re  a f t e r  you  b uy  it.

" T h i s  ua.^ th e  m os t  be ;( len-u i) ,  
f a l l i n g - a p a r t  t a b l e , "  says B u t le r ,  
w hose  h o m e  is i m m a c u la t e  to a 
fa u l t .  " I  w ; is  s o r t  o f  l l a t t e r e d  In  
th is .  T he  o w n e r  sa id ,  ' '^ 'ou 've

pu kei l the wor.st- looking tab le  in 
the p lace Tha i shows you ha\'e a 
lot of \ ' is ion  to see w lu i t  some
th ing m a y  look l ike w hen i t 's  put 
h; ick tog e the r  again

On top o f  the am () ly  restored 
table is a book ca l led " H a p p y  
B ir th d a y  H o lh 'w o o i l , "  a set of 
dom inoes in a wooden box topped 
with  a bras'-  plague eng raved  
\Mtli  his nam e, a ta l l  g lass v;ise 
t i l led w i th  ye l low  t ig e r  l i l ies  and 
two w h i te  cam e l l ias  f r o m  his g a r 
den res t in g  on a stone plate.

On the w a l l  behind the couch is 
a f ra m e d  re l ie f  m ap o f  the Moore 
Kai ich w h ich ,  though subd iv ided  
now, w as  once a la rge  N o r th e rn  
C a h lo rn ia  ranch owneti by his 
m o the r 's  re la t ives. M oun ted  on 
e i th e r  side o f  the m ap  a re  two 
brass q u a r t /  lam ps

i i u t le r  reca l ls  his di.scussion 
w ith  his in te r io r  des igner .  "W e  
ihought,  'The room is so sm a l l ,  
le t's not c lu t te r  it w i lh  hav ing 
lam i is  s tand ing  in it  -- tha t  Just 
b reaks the line of the room . Le t 's  
kee|) the  cha irs  low, the tab les 
low, e v e ry th in g  s im i i le . '

The ,S(M)-watt l igh ts  w i th  
d im m e rs  t lu i t  they chose reflect 
ol'C the ce l l ing .

B u t le r  som etim es c u r ls  up on 
the couch to read tho ugh  he ad
m its  he hasn 't  read a l l  the book.s 
on his sheh'es. " I  be longed to the 
Book ol the .Month C lub  fo r  a 
wh i le  so these th ings  w o u ld  just 
s t i i r t  a r r i v i n g . "

But he d e f in i te ly  has read "T h e  
C om ple te  W orks  o f  M a r k  Tw 'a in , ’ ’ 
a co l lec t ion  that has been in his 
fa m i ly  fo r  years. One o f  his 
d re am s  is to — "w h e n  I 'm  o lder,  
when Ml' .  (H a l )  H o lb ro ok  is 
gone" — do his own one-m an 
show o f  M a r k  T w a in .

.Several photog raphs  he has 
taken o f  fa m i l y  and f r ie n d s  dot 
his shelves. A shot o f  his m othe r ,  
l i r o lh e r  and s is ter is n e a r  a shot 
o f C a r y n  K ichm ond , h is " ( i i d g e t "  
c(i-star, i i i id  a shot o f  his fa th e r  in 
s u im  t ru n k s  and a b a th in g  cap.

" M \ ’ dad IS a t r ia t h le te , "  says 
Butle i ' ,  "so when I get p ic tu res  o f

Dad he's usua l ly  in some state ot 
undress, e i th e r  ge tt ing  in o r  out ol 
the w a te r

I )n his old u |)r igh i p iano "  I 
don't p la\ ' but 1 lo \e  t l ie  w a \ '  it 
looks" -- a re  pholr is of his s is
te r 's  and b ro th e r 's  la m i l ie s  .\ 
nearby tab le  hosts an old fa m i ly  
globe that s t i l l  has S iam on it, a 
piece of p o t te ry  made by his 
g ra n d m o th e r  ;tnd ;i j i i c tu ie  ol' the 
co r ra l  at the I 'am ih ' ranch ,  w h ich  
nestles beneath a m ounta in  calleci 
Mission Peak

B u t le r 's  hous(.‘ looks out at a 
vista that e.xteiids f i 'om Long  
Beach to C e n tu ry  C ity .  He re 
f lects, " I t ' s  not a la rge house, but 
I never feel c la us t ro i iho b ic  here 
It feels l ike  a t reehouse."

His bedroom  and o f f ice  are  
downsta irs .  He 's  in the process of 
t r a n s fo rm in g  his o f f ice  in to  a 
guest bed room  and w i l l  rep lace 
the couch thei'e w i th  two tv \ in  
beds. The s tereo system w i l l  be 
moved in to  the recen t ly  com- 
li le ted o f f ice  o f f  his bedroom.
That space o r ig in a l ly  was going 
to be his d re i im  ba th room  c o m 
plete w i th  g ra n i te  countertops, 
but F u l le r  op ted t'or a new of f ice  
instead beciiuse he though t,  " I ’m 
going to get m uch  m ore use out of 
th is  space than  I am  go ing to get 
out o f  a g ra n i te  b a ih ro o m . "

H e ’ ll  also get a lot o f  use out of 
his new 27-foot closet w here  his 
c lo thes a re  hung in pe r fec t  rows.

U ps ta irs  in the k itchen  B u t le r  
discus.ses his passion fo r  cookies- 
a i id -c re am  ice c rea m , then looks 
around, " ' [ 'h is  is the house tha t 
'L i t t le  House ’ bu i l t ,  ' ( i i d g e f  sup
ports  th is  house, and m ay b e  next 
>'ear ' ( i i d g e f  w i l l  bu i ld  a new 
k i tc h e n . "

He acknow ledges  tha t  some ac
tors are  in the profession " f o r  
love o f  the the£ ite r ."  Then he re- 
l lec ts ,  " i ' v e  a lw a y s  though t o f  
m y s e l f  as be ing  ve ry  m uch  the 
bus inessm an acto r.  M y  goal is to 
m ake a l iv in g .  Othenvi.se, 1 
w o u ld n ' t  have th is  house £ind we 
w o u ld n ’ t be hav ing  th is  con ve rsa 
t io n ”

Dean Butler’s role In ‘Little House on the Prairie’ paid for his Hollywood home, he says, and his role in ‘The 
New Gidget' supports his upscale lifestyle.

W E  K N O W  B E n  T E R .
T II O R A N G E r f t O l l N T Y

K e g i s t e r

Ddii'l h,i\'c tinu' K u'.iil ilic 
entiic pa|H'i ’ Today.
A.I. olli'is an iiisi H i t  '1111:11 ir\’ 
of cvci\'thin;.', :h,i! ■; on
aruunti rhc 'a-'ü” !. tin : ni.'.lv'Ut 
the n.Ttioii . i i i J  ht'ic III Orange 
CoLinfy. In ,1 in.iiti'i m| nimurcs. 
yt)u’ll gam ,ni instani .ivvaicncss 
of m any im port,int news .jtor- 
les.

Drunk Driving?
3 minute RKCORDKD LK G A L HOTLINF. explains 
llie laws and penalties... where to turn for help.

"1st'Offense Legal Hotline * ( 7 1 4 ) 6 3 4 - 3 3 3 3  

2nd Offense Legal Hotline ( 7 1 4 ) 6 3 4 -9 1 1 1

C19B7 1U9) m i
CLEARANCE 

SALE!
EVERYTHING MARKED DOWN! •

Save on our entire collection of barstools, dinettes, and gam e sets. 
Most are available in your choice of colors and sizes.
In addition, save even more on a  select group of floor samples.

i - -

l i l t

Come See Us Today!

1 /  ' i  ' . - y

Santa Ana
North Main St.

.At 10th

(714) 541-4391

Come set’ our ' ĉlcctio)i of thc' ĉ ¡ r̂oiil Thoiiitis'oillc 
cabnu't  ̂^pccilically dc'-i^iifd fi' ¡told all uoui 
('¡i'Ctroiiic> TV, \'CR, I'unitablc, cU'.

Clioo>o Tniditiomil. Ciis;«;/. Coutriinu'-
runi, or Coiuilri/ st\/lc< . . . .1/ /. S/\/ / ’ I'KICl /V

Laguna Hills
Alicia Pkwv, & San Diego l-wv 

(in HONALI Pla/a)

c .

The

Î  I

O aiual Puutig
Some Hems previously marked down

(714) 951-7101

‘ ( Q u a l i t y  F u r n i t u r i '  a t  D t s c n u n t  I ’r n c s '  

2 3 5 6 2  C o m m e r c e  C e n t e r  D r . 

L a g u n a  H i l l s , CA. 9 2 6 5 3

(714) 770-3103
SrORL HOURS: MS.F 1 0 :00  8  30 

r  W  FH iAT  10:00 6:00;SLIN I ¿ OO-S OO
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HOURS: 10-6 Dailv • 10-7 Thur. • 12-5 Sun.
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